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9-1-19-5A: POLICY 5 (ABSOLUTE) ARCHITECTURAL COMPATIBILITY:

A. Color Choices:

(1) General - Painting: Color choices for all buildings within the Town limits shall be made from
those allowed within the range delineated according to the Munsell color notation system from
the "Munsell Book of Color" on display in the Planning Office.

The Munsell system of color notation is broken into three (3) categories: hue, chroma and value.
Chroma is the only characteristic with a set limit, which is as follows:

Body color is limited to a maximum chroma of 4 (except that if yellow or red is used, body color
is limited to a maximum chroma of 6, trim color is limited to a maximum chroma of 8 and accent
color is limited to a maximum chroma of 10). Trim color is limited to a maximum chroma of 6.
Accent color is limited to a maximum chroma of 8. (Ord. 9, Series 1990)

The number of colors used on one structure is limited to three (3); this does not include
specifically appropriate additional colors as listed in the architectural color placement list in the
design guidelines for such elements as window sashes, porch floors, ceiling half timbers, roof
coverings, flashing, flues, brick, rusted metal, and unfinished natural surfaces such as rock and
stone. (Ord. 1, Series 2019)

If three (3) colors are used, the color that covers the most building area is the body, the color
covering the second most building area is the trim, and the color covering the least building area
is the accent color.

If two (2) colors are used, the color covering the lesser area is the trim color for purposes of
regulating of maximum chroma.

If a different value or chroma of the same hue is used, this is considered a separate color.

All exterior elements of a building that are metal, such as flues, flashings, etc., shall be painted a
flat, dark color or one that is a compatible color with the building and not be left nor allowed to
become bare metal. The color choices shall be as determined between the staff and applicant.
Exceptions to this policy may occur such as for copper roofs, etc., which do not require painting.
(Ord. 9, Series 1990)

(2) Painting Of Contemporary Landmark: Notwithstanding provisions of subsection A(1) of this section,
a contemporary landmark may be painted a color with a chroma different from that required by
subsection A(1) of this section under the following conditions:

a. The Planning Commission determines on the basis of credible evidence that requiring a
change in the chroma of the color of the structure would significantly impair or impede the
recognition of the structure by the public;

b. The chroma of the color which the structure is to be painted is the same as the chroma of the
historic color which the structure has been continuously painted for the twenty five (25) years
immediately preceding the adoption of the color requirements set forth in subsection A(1) of
this section on April 24, 1990; and
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c. Any Class B development permit which authorizes the painting of a contemporary landmark
pursuant to the provisions of this subsection A(2) shall provide that the chroma of the color of
the structure may not be altered without the structure losing its designation as a contemporary
landmark. (Ord. 33, Series 1992)

B. Conservation District: (Rep. by Ord. 15, Series 2013)

C. Aboveground Density In Historic District: (Rep. by Ord. 1, Series 2019)

D. Within The Cucumber Gulch Overlay Protection District: Within the Cucumber Gulch Overlay
Protection District building materials and exterior colors shall blend with the natural landscape.
Structures shall be constructed of wood, stone and other natural materials. The use of highly
reflective materials is prohibited. (Ord. 9, Series 2000)

E. Solar Devices:

(1) Within The Conservation District: The preservation of the character of the Conservation District
and the historic structures and sites within the Conservation District are of the utmost
importance. The Town encourages the installation of solar devices as an alternative energy
source. It is a goal of this policy to balance sustainability and historic preservation goals of the
Town.

There may be instances where solar devices are not appropriate on a particular building or site if
such a device is determined by the Town to be detrimental to the character of the Conservation
District or would result in a reduced State, Federal or local historic rating of a historic structure or
district.

The Town allows for solar device placement that is sensitive to the character of the Conservation
District and located away from the public street. (Ord. 4, Series 2013)

Within the Conservation District a solar device shall be located to reduce the visibility of the solar
device from a public street (as opposed to an alley) to the greatest extent practical and to reduce
negative impacts to historic structures. In most cases, preference 1 will reduce visibility and is
the highest and most preferred; preference 5 is the lowest and least preferred. A solar device
shall be located in the highest preference possible. The order of preference for the location of a
solar device within the Conservation District is as follows, unless a less visual option is available
on site: 1) as a building integrated photovoltaic device; 2) on non-historic structures or additions;
3) on an accessory structure; 4) on the primary structure; and 5) highly visible from the public
street. (Ord. 1, Series 2019)

(2) Class C Development Permit: Within the Conservation District, no solar device shall be
installed on a structure or site without first obtaining a Class C development permit. The
application must include photographic and/or three-dimensional visual aspects from public
streets and alleys within a one block radius or four hundred feet (400') (whichever is greater) of
the building or site. Solar devices are encouraged to be installed on a nonhistoric building or
building addition and integrated into the building design. To ensure that the character of the
Conservation District and its historic structures and sites are protected, an application for a
development permit to install a solar device within the Conservation District will be reviewed
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under the following requirements: (Ord. 1, Series 2014)

a. General Requirements For All Installations: Solar devices on roofs shall be placed on a
noncharacter defining roofline of a nonprimary elevation (not highly visible from a street). For
lots which have exhausted the preferred placement options as set forth above, solar devices
that are visible from the street may be appropriate if they are designed to have minimal visual
impacts from the street and do not result in detrimental character to the Conservation District,
or a reduced State, Federal or local historic rating for the structure or surrounding structures,
as determined by the Town.

Solar devices and related mechanical equipment and mounting structures shall be
nonreflective such as an anodized finish. Mechanical equipment associated with the solar
device such as invertors, convertors and tubing attached to the building fascia shall be painted
to match the building color to blend into the building. Solar devices shall be located so as not
to alter a historic roofline or character defining features such as dormers or chimneys.

b. Sloped Roof Installations: All solar devices on sloped roofs must run parallel to the roofline.
Roof mounted solar devices shall not break the existing ridgeline of the roof to which the solar
device is mounted. All solar devices shall run parallel to the original roofline and shall not
extend beyond the edge of the roof on which the device is installed.

c. Flat Roof Installations: Solar devices and mounting structures shall not be visible from any
public street or alley within the Conservation District.

d. Building Integrated Solar Devices For New Structures: Applications for new structures within
the Conservation District are encouraged to include building integrated solar devices into the
initial design, including a similar roof color, rather than as a later addition. Solar devices which
contrast with the color of the roof of new or historic structures are inappropriate and are not
allowed if found to be detrimental to the character of the Conservation District.

e. Detached Solar Devices: Detached arrays of solar devices are prohibited.

f. Historic Buildings: On historic buildings, character defining elements such as historic windows,
walls, siding or shutters which face a public street or contribute to the character of the building
shall not be altered in connection with the installation of solar devices. Solar devices in
nonhistoric windows, walls, siding or shutters which are not visible from a public street are
encouraged. (Ord. 4, Series 2013)

(3) Outside The Conservation District: The Town encourages the installation of solar devices on
structures or sites located outside the Conservation District as an alternative energy source. The
following regulations shall apply to the installation of solar devices outside the Conservation
District: (Ord. 10, Series 2009)

a. No solar device shall be installed on a structure or site without first obtaining a Class D minor
development permit. The Director shall have the authority to reclassify an application as a
Class C application, and to require review by the Planning Commission, if he feels the
purpose of this code would be best served by the reclassification. Reclassification shall be
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done pursuant to the definition of "classification" in section 9-1-5 of this chapter. (Ord. 1,
Series 2014)

Outside of the Conservation District a solar device shall be located based upon the following
order of preference. Preference 1 is the highest and most preferred; preference 6 is the lowest
and least preferred. A solar device shall be located in the highest preference possible. The
order of preference for the location of a solar device outside of the Conservation District is as
follows: 1) as a building integrated photovoltaic device; 2) flush mounted (9 inches above the
roofline) panel on an accessory structure roof, or as a detached array of solar devices; 3) flush
mounted roof panel on the primary structure or screened detached array; 4) a tilted roof
mounted panel that is not highly visible from the public right-of-way; 5) a tilted or angled and
tilted roof mounted panel that is not highly visible from the public right-of-way; and 6) a tilted or
angled and tilted roof mounted panel that is highly visible from the public right-of-way.

b. Roof mounted solar devices shall run as closely parallel to the roofline as possible while still
maintaining efficient solar access. Solar devices and related mechanical equipment and
mounting structures shall be nonreflective such as an anodized finish. Mechanical equipment
associated with the solar device such as invertors, convertors and tubing attached to the
building fascia shall be painted to match the building color to blend into the building. New
structures are encouraged to include building integrated solar devices into the initial design,
rather than as a later addition.

c. Roof mounted solar devices shall not break the existing ridgeline of the roof to which the
panels are mounted. All mounting structures shall be on the same roofline as the panels.
Elevated solar arrays which follow the orientation of the roofline are allowed. An east or west
facing roof may have an angled orientation in relation to the existing roofline. A maximum tilt
angle of forty five degrees (45°) is allowed for electrical solar devices. An elevated array for a
solar hot water heating system may have a maximum tilt angle of fifty degrees (50°) and a
maximum tilt angle of fifty five degrees (55°) for a solar heating system.

d. Solar devices which appear as an awning may be mounted onto building facades or decks.

e. The location of detached solar devices shall also consider visibility from adjacent properties
and public right-of-way, which shall be reduced to the extent possible while still maintaining
solar access. Detached solar devices which serve the structure on the site may be located
outside of the building or disturbance envelope if no significant existing vegetation must be
removed for the installation and an adequate buffer is provided to adjacent properties.

(4) Removal: Any solar devices that fall into a state of disrepair or that cease to be fully operational
for more than ninety (90) days shall be removed and properly discarded. The landowner's
obligation to comply with this requirement shall be contained in a recorded restrictive covenant
acceptable in form and substance to the Town Attorney. (Ord. 10, Series 2009)
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